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quently due to the same cause. Treatment by iodide of potassium is fre¬ 
quently indicated for a time in high tension pulse. The writer believes thy¬ 
roid extract is of use in some cases of temporary high tension pulse, and 
has noted especial results in cases of migraine, where the tension is usually 
high. W. B. Noyes, New York. 

Meningitis Without Anatomical Lesions. J. Birnbaum (Miinchener 
medicinische Wochenschrift, July 21, 1903). 
It occasionally happens that patients die very suddenly with all the 

symptoms of a severe meningitis and yet only a slight exudate and perhaps 
a moderate degree of swelling and hyperemia of the brain is found post 
mortem. The history of the case reported by the author is unique in that 
the patient was ill for fifteen weeks, and that absolutely nothing was found 
post mortem in the meninges. Bacteriological examination, however, re¬ 
vealed the presence of a meningococcus, and the cerebrospinal fluid with¬ 
drawn during life showed a slight coagulum. The case was looked upon as 
one of meningeal sepsis without anatomical lesion. The cause was probably 
infection from a gum-boil which had been incised with extraction of the 
diseased tooth, two days before the acute onset of the illness. 

Jelliffe. 

Proceedings of the Annual Session of the German Association for 
Psychiatry, at Jena, April 20, 21, 1903. 
The following critical summaries and papers were read and discussed. 

A critical summary upon the employment of isolation in the treatment of 
cases of mental disease, by Mercklin; papers upon the anatomical cortical 
region, by Vogt; upon the cytohistological localization of the human cortex, 
by Brodmann. A second critical summary upon the pronouncement of the 
Prussian Minister of Justice on the 9th of October, 1902, concerning the 
conduct of experts in the determination of irresponsibility, was read by 
Thomsen. A report upon the activity of the statistical commission named 
in the past year, was read by Hoche and Aschaffenburg, and a paper on the 
contribution to the knowledge of cretinism was read by Weygandt. Wol- 
lenberg demonstrated preparations of brain tumors. Liepmann read a 
paper upon the course of ideas. The third critical summary upon the idea 
and the significance of dementia, was read by Tucsek. Papers were read 
upon the construction of a sanitarium for nervous patients at the public 
expense, in Rasenmuhle, in Gottingen, by Cramer on the experimental 
studies with reference to the pathogenesis of acute psychosis, by Berger; 
upon the significance of special medication in the treatment of imbeciles, 
by Lacqer, and Binswanger demonstrated three cases of postsyphilitic de¬ 
mentia. Joseph Sailer, Philadelphia. 

Tabes and the Marital Relation. A. Pitres (Journal de Medecin de 
Bordeaux, July 12, 1903). " 
The author here presents a statistical article based on a study of 240 

tabetics and dealing with the influence of tabes upon fecundity and the 
health of the offspring in marriages in which one parent was afflicted with 
locomotor ataxia. The 31 celibates of this number are dismissed by the 
author without comment. The issue of the remaining 209 amounted to 483 
children; of whom 197 were still-born or died in the early months, and 286 
survived; making an average of 2.31 births to each couple, with but 1.36 liv¬ 
ing children. Carrying the analysis further, the author states that of the 
209 marriages, 42, or 20 per cent, were absolutely sterile, 32, or 15 per cent, 
resulted in still-births or death shortly after birth; while in the remaining 
135, or 60 per cent, there were living children in the relatively high propor¬ 
tion of 2.11 per family. The high mortality seen in the offspring of tabetic^ 
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the author believes, is attributable to the antecedent infection rather than 
indirectly to tabes; and this infection is, in the majority of cases, syphilitic. 
He cites figures which go to show that the mortality of children born before 
development of tabes in either parent was 44 per cent.; while those born 
after the appearance of tabes showed a mortality of but 28 per cent. This 
finding furnishes, in his opinion, additional proof of the statement made by 
Regis, to the effect that the offspring of tabetics have a better chance of 
life and health when born in the later stages of the parents’ disease than at 
a period nearer to the antecedent infection. As to the outcome of his inves¬ 
tigations looking to the determination of the influence of syphilis upon the 
mortality of tabetics’ children, the following figures are quoted: Of 77 male 
subjects who had undoubtedly had syphilis, 187 children were born, of 
whom 33 per cent were still-born or died in early infancy, and 67 per cent 
survived. Of 34 who denied antecedent syphilis, 81 children were born, of 
whom 20 per cent were still-born or died shortly after birth, and 80 per cent 
survived. With few exceptions, Pitres finds that the surviving children of 
tabetics are uninfluenced by the parents’ disease; their physical and intel¬ 
lectual development proceeding normally as that of other children; and of 
the 286 children of tabetic parents, whom he kept under observation, many 
were alive at twenty years, and some had attained thirty and thirty-five 
years at the time of writing. In none did tabes or Friedreich’s disease de¬ 
velop, neither was there evidence of any other nervous affection. None 
showed signs of physical or mental degeneracy, nor was the influence of 
syphilis apparent in any. On the other hand, some developed diseases inde¬ 
pendent of all hereditary influence; such as tuberculosis, rheumatic cardi¬ 
opathies, etc. The great majority were, however, healthy in body and mind. 

Jelliffe. 

Chorea in Pregnancy. Cecil Wall (Brit. Jour, of Obstet., June, 1903). 
It has often been observed that the movements of a choreic patient are 

closely akin to those normally employed in the expression of emotions. In 
a young child, before the highest centers have developed coordinating con¬ 
trol, such movements are alone present; it is only by a process of education 
that spontaneous movements of early infancy become coordinated, and thus 
capable of purposive action. Rheumatism is undoubtedly, in the majority of 
cases, associated in some way with the chorea of childhood. So, too, during 
pregnancy, rheumatism plays an important part in the etiology of chorea. 
Buist found a personal history of rheumatism in 45 out of the 226 cases 
that he analyzed. The author’s statistics show that at least 16 of 37 patients 
had previously suffered from some form of rheumatism. Twelve more had 
had chorea in childhood without other rheumatic manifestations. Ante¬ 
cedent chorea may suggest a rheumatic taint, but cannot be taken as con¬ 
clusive evidence. In pregnancy, defective mental development seems to vie 
with rheumatism and previous chorea as one of the predisposing factors, 
rendering patients liable to an attack of chorea. The determining cause for 
chorea is not infrequently to be found in worry, for which the pregnancy is 
the chief cause; in case the patient is worried by the knowledge that her 
child is illegitimate. Fear of dystocia may be another inciting factor. 
Chorea in pregnancy seems to be determined by mental display, overstrain 
and shock. Secondly, the determining cause is only effectual when it acts 
upon a brain whose power of control is somewhat lowered by the pregnant 
state, and in addition is unstable in consequence of (1) antecedent chorea; 
(2) antecedent rheumatism or a similar debilitating condition; (3) a defect 
in development. Jelliffe. 


